
BETTER PHOTOS
3 WAYS TO GET

FOR YOUR ETSY LISTINGS



If there is one thing I am convinced you need to be
successful on Etsy, it’s good images for your
listings. Let’s face it, we live in a visual world.
People want to see products before buying them,
they want to imagine themselves using them, and
they are more attracted to products that are
photographed well.
If you aren’t a photographer, the logistics of getting
amazing images for your shop can sometimes feel
impractical or even impossible, but I’m not about
excuses. In this guide I’m giving you 3 ways to get
awesome listing images for your Etsy shop that you
can start working on today. 
 
Here’s to more sales! 
-Andrea
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HIRE A PHOTOGRAPHER

ONE

$$$

TIPS

Ask for recommendations on Facebook or search hashtags
on Instagram.  
 
When choosing a photographer pay attention to style +
price! 
 
Make sure what you will receive is clear. As an etsy seller
you will need digital files and likely won’t need prints! 



TRADE WITH A

PHOTOGRAPHER

TWO

$$

If a photo session is too big of an investment and you aren’t
able to DIY it, this option might be right up your alley. Simply
research photographers in your area (or anywhere, if your item
is easily shipped) and send them an email asking them to
collaborate! 
Not everyone is going to say yes. In fact, most people will likely
ignore the email all together, but there is a photographer out
there who will love what you make and would love to
collaborate! Just keep trying. 



YOUR EMAIL SHOULD CONTAIN:

- An introduction with your name and your shop name 

- A personal detail about the photographer — No one wants

to receive a generic, copy/pasted email! 

- An outline of what the ideal collaboration for you is! 

- Your shop link + an Instagram link

- Thank them for their time! 

FOR EXAMPLE...



DIY IT!

THREE

$

*my favorite option

READ ON FOR EVERYTHING I KNOW ABOUT

TAKING BETTER PRODUCT PHOTOS...



I ALWAYS SAY THAT ANY CAMERA CAN TAKE GREAT

PHOTOGRAPHS AS LONG AS THE LIGHT IS GOOD -

EVEN AN IPHONE! 

 

SO THE VERY FIRST THING TO CONSIDER WHEN

SHOOTING ETSY PRODUCTS IS THE LIGHT!

LIGHT, LIGHT, LIGHT

IN FACT, I HAD SO MUCH TO SAY ABOUT IT, THAT I

COULDN'T FIT IT ON THIS PAGE... 

 

 



INSIDE

Unless every wall in your house is painted white and there are
big windows in every room, you will need to be very strategic

about creating good light when you photograph products inside! 

- Turn off the lights. I know, I know it seems really
counterproductive. See, not all light is created equally. Most
inside lights have an orange tint, while sunlight has a more blue
tint. When light mixes, it doesn’t look very good in photos. So
turn off the lights inside and use natural light, which brings me to
my next point… 
- Shoot by a window or door. You want to let in as much natural
light as possible when shooting indoors. So open up the doors
and windows all the way and shoot with the light source facing
your subject! 
- Use reflectors. This is especially helpful if you are shooting a
flat-lay. Grab a white poster board and use it to bounce the
window light back onto the product! 



OUTSIDE

Lighting situations outside and inside are pretty much polar
opposites, but if your shop sells clothes or accessories of any kind

(or even other products) you will likely find yourself wanting to
photograph products outside from time to time!  

- Look for even light. When lighting an image, look for light that
can cover your subject in it’s entirety, evenly without splotches or
split light.
- Look for soft light. You know those bright, sunny days when
you have to squint because it’s so bright? Yeah, that light is not
the best for photos. On those days, try and find even shade to
take photos in. On cloudy days, you’re in luck! Almost all the light
will be soft, no matter where you are! 
- Shoot backlit. When it is sunny, shoot with the sunlight behind
your subject! This will leave a pretty rim light around your
subject’s head while creating soft/even light for their faces. It’s b-
e-a-u-tiful. 



MORE PHOTO TIPS

RULE OF THIRDS

Perhaps the easiest “rule” of photography… This rule just means
if you were to take a grid and lay it over your photo, the subject
should be in one of the thirds of the image. Top third. Bottom
third. Left third. Right third. Easy.

RULE OF ODDS

When photographing items, try and have an odd amount of items
rather than an even amount. For example, when shooting a flat
lay typically 3 items will be much more pleasing to the eye than
just 2 items.

KEEP YOUR HORIZON STRAIGHT

This is especially noticeable in landscape shots when the skyline
is just a little bit crooked. Try and hold your camera completely
straight so that the horizon is a totally straight line. This can also
be fixed in post in basically any software using the crop tool.
(Instagram, iPhone, Lightroom)

USE YOUR FEET
I say this a lot when talking about photography, but that’s
because it’s so important. Sometimes you will have the smallest
distraction in your background and all it would take is a step to
the left or right or slightly changing your angle to get rid of it.

FIND SIMPLE BACKGROUNDS

Do your best to eliminate distractions when you are shooting
products! It will make the image look a little sharper and draw
more attention to your item.



CAMERA GEAR LIST

THE SUPER CHEAP, BUT SUPER EFFECTIVE

FOR ETSY SELLERS

iPHONE CAMERA

CANON REBEL CAMERA

EDITING APP (I USE VSCO)

POSTER BOARD

If you want something a little fancier… 

50MM f/1.8 LENS

HAPPY SHOOTING!
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